
 

 

        Wednesday 10th June  

Dear Parents/Carers of Nursery, Reception,Year 1,Year 6 Pupils,Key Worker/EHCP Children, 

You are receiving this letter as you have chosen to send your child back to school, OR because you 
are a Key Worker/your child has an EHCP plan and you will be continuing to access our provision.  

Please read carefully as this letter contains detailed guidance and instructions. 

Following the recent government announcement regarding a phased return to school for some pupils, we have 
been working closely with Durham County Council to establish what is right for our school. The council is 
supporting all schools in the county,​ to establish a pattern and time frame that works for them. ​They have 
provided a risk assessment, which is designed to put the health and safety of children first and ensure each 
school mitigates, to the best of their ability, risks associated with a phased return. Working with the Council, we 
have decided that the following approach best suits the needs of children and families at Burnopfield Primary 
School. The LA then advised; 

‘We are recommending 15​th​ June as the date when schools should begin to broaden the 
numbers of pupils in schools’.  

After consultation with our Governing Body, we have agreed that we will initially admit two year groups on the 
reopening date of June 15th, followed by the other two year groups on June 22nd .  

Phase 1: Monday 15th  June - reopening for Year 6 and Year 1 children. 

Phase 2: Monday 22nd June - reopening for Nursery and Reception children (in addition to Y1&Y6) 

Guidance taken from DfE 

● Children will be in ‘bubbles’ of no more than 15 children with up to two members of staff. They will stay 
with this group all day, every day and the ‘bubbles’ can not mix: this is so we can trace everyone who 
has been in contact whilst in school so we can inform Public Health should a case of Covid-19 be 
detected in a child or staff member. 

● If a person within the ‘bubble’ tests positive for Covid-19, the whole group, including staff, MUST 
self-isolate for 14 days and have a test if they show symptoms  

● Children must not attend school if they are unwell/displaying symptoms e.g. high temperature. 
● Nursery children would be expected to be in school for the full day to ensure they don’t mix provisions. 
● The group will be made up of pupils from the same year group (with the exception of key worker 

children). 
● Each ‘bubble’ will be based in the same classroom so your child may not be with their usual class 

teacher.  Your child, therefore, may not be in their 'old' classroom. 
● Your child may not be with their ‘best’ friends. Groupings will not be altered under any circumstances. 

 



 

 
● The children will all enter and exit school at staggered times and at designated points. This will be 

strictly adhered to.  
● Coats will be kept in the classrooms so children are not mixing in cloakrooms.  
● Children will have what they need on their desks so there is minimal movement around the classroom, 

washing hands and accessing toilet facilities excepted. 
● Early Years will have all soft furnishings, teddies and equipment which carries a greater risk of virus 

transmission removed e.g. sand trays etc...  
● Social distancing will be adhered to around toilet areas with new markings on the floor.  
● Children will be asked to wash their hands regularly throughout the day in classrooms. 
● Staff administering first aid or care needs will be required to wear PPE.  
● Parents will not be permitted to enter the school building at any point during the school day (all 

communication must be done via phone call or email to the school office). 
● Each ‘bubble’ will be timetabled to access outdoor areas (again so there is no mixing) this will also 

allow us to clean the classrooms throughout the day. However, play must be in isolation. 
● Nursery,Year 6 and Key Worker Children must bring a packed lunch with them. Reception and Year 1 

children will receive a school packed lunch made by the school kitchen, which they will eat in their 
designated classroom.This is under Infant Universal Free School Meal Scheme.  

● Break times will be staggered so there is no mixing of bubbles.  
● Snacks will not be provided by school, children can bring in a healthy snack from home.  
● There will be no assemblies or gatherings. 
● There will be no after school clubs as we are not allowed to mix groups within school. 
● Playcare will not be open to provide any wraparound care during this time. 
● Children do not need to wear school uniform: they should come to school suitably dressed for the 

weather e.g. with hat/suncream pre-applied if good weather. 
● Children should come to school wearing clean clothes every day to avoid possible virus transmission. 
● Children will be asked to wash their hands and will have any lunchboxes wiped down upon arrival at 

school.  
● Children are asked not to bring in any bags or pencil cases etc into school. 
● Any school enquiries should be made by phone to the school office between 8.30am and 4.00pm. For 

any teaching queries, the class email can be used.  
 

Important Reminders  
 
School will be closed to all pupils on Fridays​, with the exception of key worker/ EHCP children.This is to 
enable us to carry out a full deep clean and to give a full 72 hours for any potential virus to be eradicated from 
surfaces.  
 
The INSET days listed on the school holiday list for the 19th and 22nd June have now been cancelled.  
 

 



 

 
Year Group Staff Start time Finish time Entrance/Exit point 

Reopening week beginning 15.6.20 

Year 1 
2 bubbles 

Miss Bingley 
Miss Oxnard 
Miss Peacock 
Mrs Abbott 

9.15am 3.15pm Key Stage One yard 

Year 6 
2 bubbles 

Mr Robertshaw 
Mrs Jones 
Miss Alsop 
Mr Gibson 

8.50am 3.00pm Through the car park and main entrance to 
school. Line up on grass outside the main 
building. 
Year 6 children to walk to and from school 
where possible while socially distancing. 

Key 
Workers 
 

Mrs Marley 
Mrs Maughan 
Mrs Gray 
Mr Gray 
Mrs Coulson 
Mrs Heseltine 

8.50am 3.30pm 
(anytime 
on Friday) 

Year 3 / 4 yard 

Reopening week beginning 22.6.20 

Nursery  
1 bubble 

Mrs Quigley 
Mrs Daglish 
Mrs Fazakerley 

9.00am  2:45pm  Through the MAIN GATE and 5/6 yard to KS1 
hall  

Reception 
2 bubbles  

Mrs Carson 
Miss Farries 
Mrs Matthews 
Miss Garbutt 

9.00am  3.00pm Key Stage One yard 

Remember - Only 1 person per family for drop off/pickup Please stick rigidly to times. 
 
Y6 children can walk home where previous permission has been agreed. Any children being collected will be 
brought to the front entrance. 
 
Once again, thank you for your ongoing support in these unprecedented times .  
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Mrs Rebecca Brunton, Mrs Catherine Thompson 

Acting Headteachers 

 


